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Foreword

The New Dawn Administration has                              
prioritised the development of the Arts 
Sector through the elevation of its                                      
representation at Directorate level under 
the Ministry of Youth, Sport and Arts 
(MYSA). To add impetus to the process of 
accelerating the Arts Sector, the                                 
Government has developed this National 
Arts Policy (NAP). The NAP is envisaged to 
spur the growth of the Arts Sector so as to 
contribute to national development through 
a tailored approach that takes into                                
consideration the specific needs and                         
opportunities available for utilization in the 
country. It is the Government’s desire to 
harness the great talents that exist in the 
country in order for the people of Zambia to 
enjoy the rich Arts Sector. 

Government’s vision for the arts is “A 
Creative, Inclusive, Dynamic and                              
Sustainable Arts Sector Contributing to 
National Development.” This Policy                              
therefore is informed by Government’s 
strategic focus areas as contained in the 
Eighth National Development Plan (8NDP) 
and the Vision 2030, both require all sectors 
to support economic diversification 
programmes. 

The Policy is built on the premise that 
Zambia, like most African countries, has 
been impacted by globalisation which has 
presented a myriad of opportunities for art 
products, creative services, production and 
distribution. It has therefore become critical 
for the Government in partnership with key 
stakeholders to provide the Arts Sector with 

with a platform to access employment 
opportunities for Zambians. The provision of 
a platform will enable the artists to produce 
creative content that can contribute to their 
prosperity and the growth of the national 
economy. The development of this Policy is 
meant to address challenges experienced 
by the Arts Sector due to the lack of policy 
and legal framework. The NAP is envisioned 
to maximize available opportunities and 
adopt global best practices to allow the 
Zambian Arts Sector to flourish and attain 
international recognition.

To steer the Arts Sector, the Policy’s thematic 
areas are; Creative Industries and Arts 
Business, Role of ICT in the Arts, Arts Educa-
tion and Capacity Building, Arts Infrastruc-
ture Development, Arts Research and Devel-
opment, Artists Welfare, Legal Framework, 
National Identity, Values and Principles. 
Cementing these Policy areas are cross-cut-
ting issues such as gender, disability, the 
environment and HIV and AIDS. 

Critical to the successful implementation of 
the policy is the local, regional and                                            
international collaboration to facilitate 
investments in infrastructure, capacity  
building and cross pollination of ideas.

I am therefore, delighted and proud to pres-
ent the first-ever National Arts Policy, this is 
a landmark achievement for the Arts Sector 
in this great Nation. 

Hon. Elvis Chishala Nkandu, MP

MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND ARTS
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The development of a responsive and inclusive National Arts Policy is long overdue. The                           
Ministry would like to express its deepest appreciation to all the partners for their continued 
support, especially during the process of developing the National Arts Policy. This was done 
through a series of consultative meetings at National, Provincial and District levels.

Special thanks to the National Technical Working Group comprising various stakeholders from 
line Ministries, National Arts Associations, Civil Society Organisations, Traditional Leaders, 
Academia, Civic Leaders, Religious Leaders, Cooperating Partners and artists. Further the 
Ministry is grateful for the support rendered by the National Arts Council, Government officials 
at the National, Provincial, District, and Ward levels for their financial and technical support. 
Appreciation also goes to the Policy Analysis and Coordination Division of Cabinet Office for 
their guidance and support during the process of developing the Policy. The leadership 
rendered by the staff in the Ministry of Youth Sport and Arts by spearheading the preparation, 
drafting, and facilitation of broader stakeholder consultations was superb. 

Finally, but not the least, the contribution and support of the artists whose active participation 
enabled the smooth policy development process is acknowledged. Sincere gratitude to                               
everyone that made valuable inputs in this NAP.  As an Arts Sector we are eager for the                            
effective implementation of the Policy.

Fumba Chama (Mr.) 
Permanent Secretary - Arts
MINISTRY OF YOUTH, SPORT AND ARTS

Kangwa Chileshe (Mr.)
Permanent Secretary - Arts
MINISTRY OF YOUTH, SPORT AND ARTS
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Refers to a broad and diverse range of human activities and creations 
that involve the expression of imagination, creativity, and skill. It                                   
encompasses various forms, such as visual arts (painting, sculpture, and 
photography), performing arts (music, dance, and theater) literary arts 
(poetry, novels, and essays) digital arts among others. 

Refers to any person who creates or gives creative expression to, or                            
re-creates works of arts, who considers his artistic creation to be an                        
essential part of his life, who contributes in this way to the development of 
art and culture and who is or asks to be recognised as an artist whether or 
not he is bound by any relation of employment or association.

Refers to, teaching artistic skills and learning creative competencies. It 
includes music lessons, dance training, drawing tutorials, creative writing 
workshops, literature lectures, acting classes and film seminars. At 
schools, arts education introduces pupils to creative expression. Arts 
students earn qualifications after completing tertiary courses in visual 
arts, music, literature, theatre or film.

Refers to the right to make art. It includes the right to work gainfully as an 
artist. Freedom of artistic expression is a right enshrined in the Laws of 
Zambia.

Refers to a building, venue or virtual space that houses artists, exhibits 
artworks or offers creative services. Arts infrastructure includes theatres, 
craft villages, libraries, concert halls, cinemas, bookshops, galleries and 
art studios.

Is a legal term used to describe the rights that creators have over their 
literary and artistic works. Works covered by copyright range from books, 
music, paintings, sculpture, and films, to computer programs, databases, 
advertisements, maps, and technical drawings.

Refers to the cycles of creation, production and distribution of goods and 
services that use creativity and intellectual capital as primary inputs. 
They comprise a set of knowledge-based activities that produce tangible 
goods and intangible intellectual or artistic services with creative content, 
economic value and market objectives. Creative industries constitute a 
vast and heterogeneous field dealing with the interplay of various 
creative activities ranging from traditional arts and crafts, publishing, 
music, and visual and performing arts to more technology-intensive and 
services-oriented groups of activities such as film, television and radio 
broadcasting, new media and design (UNCTAD).

Refers to creations of the mind, such as inventions, literary and artistic 
works, symbols, names, images, and designs used in commerce. It                            
encompasses a wide range of intangible assets that are protected by 
legal rights. Intellectual property rights grant exclusive rights to the 
creators or owners of these intangible assets, enabling them to control 
and benefit from their creations. Intellectual property rights aim to 
promote innovation, creativity, and economic growth by incentivising 
individuals and organisations to invest in research, development, and 
creative endeavours while providing a framework for protecting and 
enforcing these rights (WIPO).

Arts

Artist

Arts education

Artistic freedom

Arts infrastructure

Copyright

Creative industries

Intellectual property 
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